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G Rene Etta Trafton, a nurse, uses a "Rounding Robot" to show
1obs Dr. Robert Given data on patient Charles Moore during a

acal Events demonstration at Sentara Norfolk General Hospital Thursday.
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But Fabrizio believes robots have enough
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ZE US, athree-armed robot that helped the See the complete Pilot, exactly
urologist perform surgeries. Fabrizio specializes a\s/i:EanSrlI(r;l’tieS photos and ads
in prostate and kidney surgeries. - E-mail clippings Shotcrete
-Pnn_t copies T
Norfolk General is now waiting on an updated Login orlearn more Shotcrete products
version of ZEUS that has won approval from the . T & services
Food and Drug Administration to help perform AP Email this Page )
; - R accelerator-robotic
cardiac surgeries. Print this Page .
] arms-consulting
W Get Email Newslefters www.shotcretetechnologie
The current robot study is being conducted by
Norfolk General, Johns Hopkins Hospital in
Baltimore and the University of California at Davis.
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Their goal is to entice about 70 patients undergoing noncritical surgeries at their
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The technology is not meant to replace doctors, nurses or other medical practitioners.
said Timothy C. Wright, vice president for marketing for InTouch Health.
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At least one local patient said the Rounding Robot lived up to its billing. change devices for
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Last month, Barbara A. Vick donated a kidney to her 28-year-old daughter. www.robotic -
accessories.com
Shortly before surgery at Norfolk General, her physician asked if she would participate
in the robot study.
“They told me the robot would let me see my doctor after surgery, " said Vick, 58, who
lives in Portsmouth. “I didn’t think it could hurt. You really don’t get to see your doctor
often, anyway.”
When Vick woke up from surgery and sat up in bed, she saw her image on the head of
the robot. Also in the computer screen was the image of her doctor. They talked, and
she was shown a picture of her surgery.
“It was just like talking to him in person, " she said. “Anytime | wanted to talk to him |
could, and | could ask him anything | wanted.”
When her relatives visited, they, too thought the robot was fabulous, Vick said. “I
wouldn’t trust a robot to give me an IV, but to talk to my doctor, it's great,” she said.
“You definitely get more access to your doctor.”
Louis Kavoussi, a urologist at Johns Hopkins, said no matter how badly patients feel,
seeing the robots makes them smile and sometimes laugh. He has been surprised by
how well-received the machines seem to be.
Ultimately, Fabrizio said, the key to the robot’s success in the health industry will be to
improve quality of care.
“It's certainly an exciting tool for patients and physicians,” he said.
Reach Katrice Hardy at 222-5857 or at katrice.franklin@pilotonline.com
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